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hen you turn off the N1 highway onto Atterbury Road

and the hustle and bustle of eastern Pretoria’s busy arterial, the
last thing you expect to see right in front of your eyes is the hippest
hotel in Gauteng;

But it’s there and it’s unmissable. A cluster of Eduardo Villa-
style white steel “trees” welcome you and line the watery path
to the entrance of this thoroughly modern establishment, where
you'll literally disappear into the coolest spot in Pretoria.

The concept of the Alpine Attitude Hotel was dreamed up
by owner Charmaine Freyer. With a love for art, local design and
everything African, she wanted to create a boutique hotel that was
a little piece of Afiica but revisited through intensely modern lines
and contemporary art and design.

The team that helped her to realise these dreams came
from Earthworld Architects in Pretoria and its chief architect,
André Eksteen, who was responsible for those striking white trees
at the entrance. However it was in Earthworld’s interior designer,
Sandra Bodard, that Charmaine found a kindred spirit and
together the two women set about creating the uniquely cool and
chic South African mood of the Alpine Attitude Hotel.

Charmaine’s only brief to Sandra was that the hotel should be
fun and South African. Sandra took a tour of Charmaine’s existing
business, a self-catering hotel next door, and soon realised that her

client had a fair amount of style and design experience herself.
However Charmaine insisted that two heads were better than on
and the two have formed a charming bond that is likely to lead tc
bigger things.

From the outset, it was part of Charmaine’s plan to create a
hotel that was totally different to anything that she had ever see
before. The idea was also a marketing strategy. She correctly
believed that if she spent her money on creating something
original, the hotel would sell itself and she wouldn’t have to
spend on advertising,

The basic design palette is extremely neutral. Working with
Rudolph and Van Vuuren tiles, Sandra and Charmaine started
by selecting a large tile, almost the colour of concrete, for the
reception and entertainment areas. Elsewhere, everything from
leather to glass and wood-like tiles have been used.

Both Sandra and Charmaine were intent on creating a strong
foundation to the design of the hotel, thereby ensuring that it
would be uncomplicated to remove and update the trimmings
should they tire of the current colour and objets. When it came t
choosing a colour, both loved the edginess of acid yellow.

The tone for the lounge and bar area was set by the gigantic
cut-out picture of a street scene that Charmaine bought at the
University of Pretoria year-end exhibition. Young artist, Audre)

ABOVE LEFT In the Africa pop-themed suite, Yda Walt created most of the hand-embroidered cushions and the wall hanging. Charmaine made the "Africa”

cushions herself. The coffee fable is from Twiice International and the bar stools are from Spazio. ABOVE RIGHT The Black and White Room boasts a giant mural
of the Pretoria skyline by Audrey Anderson. Hand-made cushions by Yda Walt add a splash of colour. OPPOSITE LEFT The hotel boardroom is given a relaxed feel
with n anlanrfl eamer aranasment faatiring o laser-cut coffee fable created by Sandra and Charmaine in collaboration with Vera Cruz. The fun floral wallpaper






